6ro                     WIM-IAM PITT            |c:n. xxvn
The British ultimatum to Russia took the form of n " representation," the original of which Is in IMu's handwriting. It pointed out that, the status quo having been adopted na the Imnln tif the treaties concluded between Austria nncl the I'ttrie antl find Sweden, l)u: Allies bm) hoped thai the; KmprCNS of would accept Hit; mima reasonable, tcrinn for her peace with ilic Sultan. Tint, as thin wan not ihc case, the two Courts now desired to point out llmt uny further accession tif territory to Runnta wrt.i for from necessary to her, mid nui.st .im'oiijjjy wcakru il« Turkish dominions. They therefore invited the I'.inprcsi to declare her rcndlncHH to offer rt-nsunalilc term* In Ihr Sultnn, The: failure to give a favoundile answer within ten diiy.s wnuld be regarded n.i n rt:fu.sal.1 Pitt also .fnnght to iufust: nirr^y into tlie Dutch tiitvi'inint'nl, On ihc same day he dim-led Auckland, our amba*tstuktr al The Hague, to rct|iicHl ihc equipment of a Dutch squadron with a virw to u LTUI'MC to ihc HalHc along with Ihc DrltiNh flr-ci, it Ixjbig trrrtAin that C'atharinr wnuJd give wny heft ire HO ^rtrrtl a superiority of forcr."
It uaMned, llit'ii, tlial I'itt and his t;nlltM[;iifi h;td nuilt-il llirir colours to lh« innst; autl ihcir haliuviour in f'arlliuncni lwti*krnt?<l no lack of rc.iolvu. On tlu: day fnllnwlng (aXlh March) 1'ill |»rr-denied the Klng'N incsiitage ns to the ucetl of rurtlitn' naval Mmm-moiUs. l?ox, "with more, llian usutd solemnity," dciniuulctl thai I'nrlfamcnl ahoultl Iciuiw thercaNtmn for Uie presicnl requnni; bul Pitt declined lo promise? any more infonnalirm tlutti th'ii *'»»n-talncd in thu brief official .italrinnti. h'ox .it mur miMirnl ihli rcriusal ns "a very nc:\v, vinlrnl and t'xti.un'dinary tii-|i indrrd." 1'Itt hero .ilinwrd a want of liu'.i. A incur syui|i.illiriir n.ilure would liitvc felt UK: piiKr of ilir Iloiisii.inil illwnird /rvrri^h symploms. Already nit'iiibfrt had IHTII al.iruuul by llu- <»ulhrcuk of war against Tippun Sahib; and though Mini^U-m u.nl IMM-viclcd that polcnlntu cif nggrrssinnt ag.iinii nur ally, Ihr UJIJM!I of Travancorc, ytrt llio Uniiw cvlmrd innre I)MII il« utim\ jealousy rcHpccting ftirrlgit cnlunjjlenifiiln, and rrtrnirt! I'iu'n demand for warlike prepjiralinnn. In refusing to r^j.l.un i)m grounds for his prcHeni aMion the 1'rinu* MiitKlrr Miavrd «i n correct dljilornatlMt, Inil nn indiffercnl |*»f)i«iiidiil«ri»iri.
On 29th March the Whig lenders in thr I.onl^ nhovvrd ihcir former fondness for the Kusswm alliance in a w?ri*« of ^M
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